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Welcome to our Easter newsletter

As we reach the end of a busy and productive Spring term, it is the perfect moment to reflect on everything
our pupils and staff have achieved so far this academic year. At Springwell Leeds, we remain committed to our
core mission: ensuring every child is kept safe, feels a true sense of belonging, and is provided with the very
best opportunities to achieve and thrive.

The first two terms of this year have been filled with remarkable progress. We have seen our students grow in
confidence, engage more deeply with our ambitious curriculum, and build the resilience needed to overcome
challenges. Whether through creative arts, sporting achievements, or academic breakthroughs, the "Springwell
Way" is evident in every corridor and classroom across our three sites. Our pupils make us proud every day.

Our pride in our students does not end when they leave our academy. We are incredibly proud of our former
pupils and the diverse paths they have taken into further education, training, and employmen. They are the
ultimate testament to the fact that with the right support, every young person can make a positive contribution
to society. To this end, we are delighted to share that some of our former pupils are featured in the latest
edition of the Wellspring Academy Trust magazine, "The Difference Makers." The article highlights the inspiring
journeys of several Springwell Leeds graduates and demonstrates the lasting impact of our "One Springwell"
approach across the school.

Read the full article in "The Difference Makers" here

| wish all our families a restful Easter break and look forward to welcoming everyone back for the Summer

Term on Monday 20th April.

Executive Principal



Parent Pop-In

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us
for our latest Parent Pop-in sessions, it was
such a treat to see so many friendly faces.
This half term at the South site, we were
joined by the wonderful Rachel Walker, a
Family Community Work Coach from the
DWP, who shared some fantastic insights
into the ever-changing benefit system. We
took a deep dive into how claims evolve as
our young people grow and move through
school, focusing on how we can all team up
to keep our students at the heart of every
decision. It was an incredibly informative
morning filled with great questions and
even better company, so if you missed out,
don't worry, keep your eyes peeled for our
next Pop-in date coming up next half term!

Future parent pop-in dates
will be shared next half term!

Finding Our Rhythm: The Talk Your Walk

This week, our school community
experienced a truly special event as we
welcomed the Talk Your Walk Foundation
into our South Site. For an SEMH (Social,
Emotional, and Mental Health) setting like
ours, finding new ways to express feelings
and manage big emotions is at the heart of
what we do.

The foundation brought their unique blend
of movement and mentorship to our
students, and the impact was felt
immediately across all year groups.

We look forward to welcoming the team
back in the Autumn term at all 3 of our
Springwell Leeds Sites!
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Learning through
Experiences

Pupils from Springwell Leeds East spent the
day on a construction taster day with the firm
EQuans. During the day, the students
participated in different construction
challenges, and learnt all about the different
roles and careers within the sector.

To kick the day off, the students took part in an
initial task focused on the role of a site
manager and included Health and Safety (such
as the importance of personal protective
equipment) as well as measurement (including
using the trundle wheel).

From there, students moved into learning
about the various tradesperson roles, such as
joinery. Again this was supported with
practical, hands on learning. All of which was
enjoyed by our students.

The final section of the day looked at the role
of a structural engineer followed by an
engineering challenge.

Well done to all our students who took part in
the day. The feedback from EQuans was

glowing.
7 EQUANS
/ “The pupils were

impeccably behaved
today, they were a
pleasure to host”




Beyond the Classroom:
Herd Farm

Last week students from our East and South
sites enjoyed an exciting overnight residential
trip to Herd Farm Activity Center. The trip was
packed with adventure, including zip wiring,
the leap of faith, climbing wall challenges, den
building and tackling the assault course.
Evenings were just as lively, with a campfire, a
(very wet!) night walk in the rain, and time to
relax with snooker, table football and games. A
highlight for many was exploring the pond and
discovering a newt!

For some students, this was their first night
away from home, and we were incredibly
proud of how they all embraced the
experience, Students demonstrated
outstanding  resilience, teamwork, and
kindness throughout - supporting and
encouraging one another and bravely pushing
themselves beyond their comfort zones. It was
a fantastic trip filled with memorable moments
for all involved.

It was wonderful to see the two groups from
different Springwell sites merge so seamlessly,
with new friendships forming across the sites
during every challenge.

From scaling heights to navigating group
tasks, every single student jumped in with
both feet. The trip was a brilliant example of
our school community coming together. We
might have returned a little sleep-deprived—as
the excitement kept the dorms buzzing long
after lights out!—but the memories made were
well worth the late nights.




Attendance Matters

How can we work together to improve attendance?

What if my child is poorly?

We can accommodate children in school
with sniffles and minor ailments, and we
will try to keep them comfortable, for
example giving extra fluids, space to
rest or a slightly shorter day. We would
ask that parents liaise with us, so we can
work out what is best for them on the
day. If your child is likely to become
dysregulated due to pain or illness, we
would welcome a conversation to help
keep them settled and safe. Some
children really struggle with the break
in routine that illness can bring, so it is
always worth seeing what we can do to
keep this continuity in attendance

going.

What if my child is refusing to attend?

Call us as soon as possible, so we can
offer a call with a key adult and /or offer
flexible options such as a slightly later
start or a meet and greet. Often
children feel empowered to tackle any
difficulties and barriers to attending if
they can speak to staff in advance.

What if my child missed their taxi?

Let us know straight away. It is the
parents' responsibility to get their child
into school, so if the taxi is missed,
please bring them in or try to arrange a
lift with a relative or friend. In rare
circumstances, we might be able to
support by collecting your child.

What if my child has a doctor/dentist
appointment?

Where possible, please try to book these
after school or in the school holidays.
We understand emergencies happen,
and that it isn't always easy to get an
appointment. Please bring your child to
school before and after their
appointment, to maximise their learning
time and ensure they get their
attendance marks.

Please remember, we welcome (and indeed expect) children to attend with minor ailments
such as a runny nose or an ache or pain. If your child has been sick, give us a call to talk this
through - depending on the cause, they may not need to stay home for 48 hours. If your child
is unwell but feels able to 'give it a go' please call Reception...they can let the class team know,
and we can get in touch if they can't manage the full day. Lots of our children struggle with the
disruption to their routine that being away from school brings, so we would always encourage
attending wherever possible. We can look to make short term adjustments to support them.

As the Easter holidays begin, please use this opportunity to book things like dentist
appointments, so these don't impact on attendance next term.




Key Dates

Schools close on Thursday 2™ April

Schools reopen Monday 20" April




